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Voto Latino 

July 26, 2017 

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative: 

On behalf of the National Hispanic Leadership Agenda (NHLA), the coalition of the 

nation’s 45 preeminent Latino advocacy organizations, we are writing to express our deep 

concerns with the budget resolution that recently passed out of the House Budget 

Committee and urge you to vote against passage of the resolution if it comes to the House 

floor. The resolution threatens the basic living standards of tens of millions of Americans 

in order to subsidize tax cuts for the wealthy. From education and scientific research to 

basic assistance and health programs, the House budget would cut $4.4 trillion from 

entitlement programs and $1.3 trillion from non-defense discretionary programs over the 

next decade, crippling the most important drivers of our nation’s economic engine – 

working families. For these reasons, and those detailed further below, NHLA will 

consider any votes on the budget resolution for inclusion in future NHLA scorecards 

evaluating the support of Members of Congress for the Latino community. 

Budget resolutions serve as fiscal blueprints that signal the priorities of government 

spending to support all Americans in their attainment of the American Dream. However, 

rather than seek to bolster opportunities for American working families, the House budget 

places the burden of reducing our deficit squarely on the backs of families struggling to 

make ends meet in order to give tax breaks to wealthy corporations and individuals. 

Rather than investing in America’s future homebuyers, workers, and students, both the 

House budget and President Trump’s budget undermine the progress our country has 

made and prioritize corporate interests over those of hardworking American families.  

The trillions of dollars of cuts in the House budget would have a catastrophic impact on 

the millions of Latinos who struggle to put food on their tables and a roof over their heads. 

Recent research by UnidosUS (formerly NCLR) provides evidence of the strong impact of 

federal assistance programs on lifting millions of Latinos, especially children, out of 

poverty. In 2015, for example: 

• Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) lifted about 2.7 million Latinos out of

poverty, including 1.4 million children.

• Child Tax Credit (CTC) lifted an estimated 981,000 Latinos out of poverty,

including 560,000 children.

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) lifted an estimated 1.3

million Latinos out of poverty, including 640,000 children.

• Rental assistance lifted about 720,000 Latinos out of poverty, including 270,000

children.

• Supplemental Security Income (SSI) lifted an estimated 630,000 Latinos out of

poverty, including 140,000 children.

The House budget resolution would threaten the effectiveness of many of these 

programs. The budget plan also calls for cuts to Medicaid and other health programs 

more severe than the House-passed bill to repeal the Affordable Care Act. 



815 16th St. NW, 3rd Floor • Washington, DC 20006 • 202-508-6919 • @NHLAgenda 

 

Further, the House budget resolution dismantles consumer and worker protections, jeopardizing the ability of 

Latino and all working families to build and maintain wealth. The budget plan not only guts the Consumer 

Financial Protection Bureau––the only agency whose sole mission is to protect Americans from predatory 

practices in the financial marketplace––but also undermines our nation’s workforce, cutting funding for the 

Wage and House Division in the Department of Labor more deeply than proposed in the Trump budget. 

Additionally, Latino workers cannot afford cuts to the Environmental Protection Agency, which protects our 

human health and environment from toxic chemicals. Working families need more and better enforcement of 

consumer financial and labor protection laws to protect Americans from abuse, and also ensure law-abiding 

financial service providers as well as employers are not harmed by unfair competition by unscrupulous actors.  

 

Simply put, the House budget resolution would harm American families and workers, especially Latinos, 

making our nation more inequitable and less prepared for economic challenges. We strongly urge Members of 

Congress to oppose the House budget plan and instead support a budget that defends the interests of the 

American public and prudently spends taxpayer dollars. 

 

Sincerely,  

  

                                                
Hector E. Sanchez                                      Bruce Goldstein                                       Eric Rodriguez 

Chair, NHLA                                              President, Farmworker Justice                Vice President, UnidosUS 

Executive Director,                                    Co-Chair, NHLA Economic                    Co-Chair, NHLA Economic 

Labor Council for Latin                             Empowerment and Labor                         Empowerment and Labor 

American Advancement (LCLAA)           Committee                                                Committee  

 

 

 

 

 


