NH‘A— National Hispanic Leadership Agenda

June 16, 2016

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Re: NHLA Opposition to Amendments 26 and 27 to H.R. 5293, Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 2017

Dear Congressmember:

We write on behalf of the National Hispanic Leadership Agenda (NHLA), a coalition of 40
leading national Latino nonpartisan civil rights and advocacy organizations, to strongly urge
you to vote against Amendments 26 and 27 to H.R. 5293, Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 2017. These amendments would prohibit the use of funds to enlist
recipients of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) to the U.S. military. NHLA
recommends a “no” vote on these amendments, and any similar legislation. NHLA will closely
monitor the votes on H.R. 5293, including these and other floor amendments, for inclusion in
future NHLA scorecards evaluating Member support for the Latino community.

Proposals to prohibit DACA holders from enlisting in the military are misguided attempts to
politicize the patriotism and dedication to service that compels many immigrants to serve the
country they call home. These amendments insult those immigrant veterans who have
answered the call to service, and diminish the deep pride many DACA holders have for the U.S.
Latinos and immigrants have a long history of military service. In 2011, 16.9 percent of new
military recruits were Hispanic.! More than 1 million Latinos are U.S. military veterans.? In
2008, 65,000 immigrants were serving on active duty in the armed forces.® Instead of barring
dedicated DACA holders from serving our country, we should find ways to honor their
contributions by working towards comprehensive immigration reform.

We appreciate your attention to our concerns. Please contact NHLA through Andrea Senteno,
of MALDEF, at asenteno@maldef.org, or Laura Esquivel, of Hispanic Federation, at
lesquivel@hispanicfederation.org, with any questions regarding this letter. Thank you for your
time and consideration.

Sincerely,

ﬁm‘m M""] @u{ A

Thomas A. Saenz
MALDEF, President and General Counsel
NHLA Immigration Committee Co-Chair

Jose Calderdn
Hispanic Federation, President
NHLA Immigration Committee Co-Chair
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